[April 16, 2024] Rosie/Rosa wrote to me:

I think in general Dutch people are quite friendly. It is just they get a bad rep for being so
direct that it can come off as rude to non Dutch. I had to learn this the hard way as I took
everything so defensively. Dutch people do not like to do small talk, they like to get
straight to the point and everything should be clear and understandable to avoid any
misunderstandings.

The older dutch generation is 50 - 50. half of them know English or have learned it to be
able to communicate with others. They are open to helping non Dutch learn about the
Netherlands and language. The other half is stubborn

They are set in their ways and want non Dutch to learn properly about the Netherlands
and language. They don't want to put in effort because an individual is responsible for
their own learning. Then, there is a very small percent that just hates foreigners.

The majority know and speak English very well. They just do not use it because they
want to encourage foreigners to speak Dutch especially if they are going to live here.
Which does make sense. IF they are seeing a non Dutch is having trouble speaking then
they use English to help.

I just know from living here, the Dutch are proud of their culture and country. More than
half hate the royal family or are indifferent to having them still in existence. Then you
have the half that are devoted to them.

But to be truthful, most of the Dutch are not so warm in their nature. I lived in Peru for
years and the warmth from the people there is just so lovely. Dutch people are cold at
times and it does not help foreigners immerse well. Most foreigners leave after a year or
so to Germany, Italy or Spain.

I find it hard to make friends here because of it. Also Dutch hate friends or family show

up unannounced to their homes. you have to make an appointment for a meet up. That is
the most absurb thing. I once had to make an appointment with a neighbor which was a

month away.

[Al-Translated]

S nymaro, 4TO B LIEJIOM TOJUTaHIIBI JJOBOJIBHO APYXentoOHbIe JTtonu. [IpocTo y HUX ecTh
mjaoxas penyranusa nu3-3a Toro, 4YTo0 OHU CJIWIIKOM NPSAMBIC, YTO MOXKCET ITOKa3aTbCA
HEBEKJIMBBIM JIJISl HE TOUTIAHAIeB. MHe NPUILIOCh HAYYUTHCS 3TOMY Ha COOCTBEHHOM
OTIBITE, TAK KakK s BOCIIPUHUMAJIAa BCE OU€Hb HACTOPOXKEHHO. [ OJTaH/IbI HE JIIOOST BECTH
CBETCKHeE Oecellbl, OHH JI00ST cpa3y MepPexXOAnuTh K JENY, U BCe JOIKHO OBITh SCHO U
MOHSTHO, YTOOBI N30€KaTh HEJOPAa3yMEHUH.

CTapIHee TTOKOJICHHUEC TOJUTAaHAICB ACTIUTCA Ha IBC PABHBIC YaCTH. IlonoBuHa U3 HUX



3HAET aHIIMKUCKUI UM BBIyYUJIa €T0, YTOOBI IMETh BO3MOXKHOCTh OOIATHCS C JPYTUMHU.
OHU TOTOBBI TOMOTATh UHOCTPAHIIAM y3HaBaTh 0 Hunepnannax u uszydars s3bIk. [[pyras
IIOJIOBHHA yIIpsIMa

Onn MPUACPIKUBAIOTCS CBOUX B3INIAA0B U XOTAT, YTOOBI HHOCTpPAHIbI IPABHUIIBHO
n3y4dajin HI/II[epJIaHI[I)I " a3bIK. OHH HE XOTAT npujiaratb yCujivsi, IOTOMY 4TO Ka)K,Z[Hﬁ
CcaM OTBCTCTBCHCH 3a CBOC 06y‘IeHI/IC. Ectb €I O4YCHb HEOOJIBIION IMPOLICHT JIIO,Z[GI;'I,
KOTOPBIC MMPOCTO HEHABUIAT MHOCTPAHIICB

BoabImMHCTBO U3 HUX OYEHB XOPOIIIO 3HAIOT M TOBOPAT MO-aHIIMUCKU. OHU MPOCTO HE

HCTIOJIB3YIOT €0, TOTOMY YTO XOTSAT MOOUIPSITh MHOCTPAHIIEB TOBOPUTH MO-TOJIJIAHJICKH,
OCOOCHHO €CJTM OHU COOMPAIOTCS KHUTh 3/1€Ch. ITO BIIOJIHE JIOTHYHO. ECIIN OHU BHIIST,
YTO HE TOJUIAHJICI] UCIIBITHIBAET TPYAHOCTH C PA3TOBOPHOM peUbl0, TO OHU UCTOIb3YIOT

AHNIUHACKHM, YTOOBI IIOMOYb.

S mpocTo 3HAKO 1O KU3HU 371€Ch, UTO TOJUIAH/LIBI TOPAATCS CBOEU KYIBTYPOH U CTPAHOM.
bornee mosoBUHBI HEHABUIAT KOPOJEBCKYIO CEMBIO WIIM O€3pa3IMyHbI K e
CYLIECTBOBaHMIO. A apyrasi IOJOBHHA IIPeJaHHA KOPOJIEBCKON CEMbE.

Ho, yecTHO TOBOpS, OONBIIMHCTBO TOJUIAHAIECB HE OTIIMYAIOTCS TETUIOTON B oOImeHnn. S
MHOTO JIeT xui B llepy, 1 Termnora MECTHBIX KUTENEH MPOCTO BOCXUTUTEIbHA.
Tonnmauae! nHOTA OBIBAIOT XOJIOHBI, M OTO HE CIIOCOOCTBYET XOPOIIICH aanTaiuu
MHOCTPAHUEB. BONBIIMHCTBO MHOCTPAHLEB YEPE3 IO/ UM OKOJIO TOTO YE3KaI0T B
I'epmanuro, Utanuro nnu Ucnanutro

N3-3a 3TOr0 MHE TPYIHO 3aBOJUTH 37€Ch Apy3eil. Kpome Toro, royanaisl He J00ST,
KOTJIa IPY3bs MIIM POACTBEHHUKH MPUXOAAT K HUM JOMO# 0e3 mpenynpexaeHus. YToOsl
BCTPETHUTHCS, HY)KHO 3apaHee JOrOBOPHUTHCS O BCTpede. DTO caMoe abCypAHOE MPaBHUIIO.
OpHaXxapl MHE MPUILTOCH I0TOBapUBATHCS O BCTPEUE C COCEIOM 3a MECHIL 0 Hee.

[November 2020] Qizi wrote to me:

The amount of old dutch people that get pissed when they come to the shop and I do not
speak Dutch. They would just start being so rude. Once this woman said she did not
speak english then went on in Dutch to complain about people living here and refusing to
assimilate. So I just told her "I am here for university then leaving immediately so I do
not see a reason to learn the language". THEN she got offended I did not want to stay in
the Netherlands because they think its the best place on earth. I mean even if I did want to
stay here I think that learning a language useful only in such a tiny country is pointless. If
it was french I would be fluent by now lol. It is useful in so many parts of Africa and
even Europe.

I also think that the Dutch are just so like aware that their country runs very effectively, it
really does, that they have this fierce nationalism almost? Idk what to call it. Anyway that
whole 'you should act Dutch' then I say 'no and I am going to leave in a year any way',



then they get mad about that. I have learned to just be a bitch about it because otherwise
the old Dutch people will flat out argue about it. So now I just shut it down with 'i have
no reason to want to be here' and that normally works.

I actually really like it here. I am just so tired of being polite in situations where someone
is dedicated to being rude to you. Another thing I hate about this place is how they treat
old people. No wonder the old are so bitter. The amount of them that come to the shop
and just are so lonely. It is actually the saddest thing. There is this cute little one who one
day walked in and stood there telling me her life story. Then asked me to coffee and I
could not go because I was working. So, I asked her if we can trade numbers but she does
not use phones cause she has no one to talk to outside the home. That can never happen
back home. We would never ever do that.

[Al-Translated]

MHor#e MOXHITbIe TOJUIAH/IIBI 3IISTCS, KOTJIa MPUXOAAT B Mara3uH, a s He TOBOPIO I10-
royuasacku. OHU TPOCTO HAYMHAIOT BECTH cebst 0ueHb rpy00. OMHAXIBI OHA KEHIIUHA
CKa3aJa, 4To He TOBOPUT MMO-aHTIIMHCKH, a TIOTOM CTajla KaJlOBaThCs MO-TOJIAHICKY Ha
JrONIeH, KOTOPBIE )KUBYT 3/1€Ch U OTKA3BIBAOTCS aCCUMUIIHPOBATHCA. S IPOCTO OTBETHIIA
eil: «S 31ech yuych B YHUBEPCUTETE, a IOTOM Cpa3y ye3Karo, IOATOMY HE BUXKY CMBICIIA
YYUTh 3bIK». Toraa oHa 00uIenach, 4To s He X094y OocTaBaThcsi B Hujepinangax, moromy
YTO OHHM CUMTAIOT, YTO ITO JyYIlIee MECTO Ha 3emJie. Sl UMEro B BHILY, YTO JaXKe €CITH OBl 51
XOTEJ OCTAThCS 37IECh, Sl CANTAIO, YTO U3yUaTh SI3bIK, KOTOPHIN TOJIE3€H TOJBKO B TAKOH
MaJICHBKOM cTpaHe, OeccMbICIeHHO. Ecii Ob1 3T0 ObLT PpaHITy3CKUH, 51 OBI YK€ CBOOOTHO
uM Biajen, lol. OH mone3eH BO MHOTHX YacTsaX AGpuku u naxe EBporbl.

S Taxoke Tymaro, 94TO TOJUIAH/LBI HACTOJIBKO OCO3HAIOT, YTO MX CTpaHa (yHKIMOHUPYET
04eHb FPPEKTUBHO, YTO Y HUX pa3BUIICA MOYTH SPOCTHBIN HarmoHanu3M? He 3Hato, Kak
9TO Ha3BaTh. B m000M ciydae, Korja MHe TOBOPSIT «ThI JIOJKEH BECTH ce0st Kak
TOJUTAaHJIEI», sl OTBEYAIO «HET, sl BCE PaBHO yeIy 4epe3 To», U OHM 3JISATCs U3-3a 3TOro. 5
HAy4YUJICS TIPOCTO OBITH CTEPBOM, IIOTOMY UTO MHAYE MOXKHJIIbIE TOJUIAH/ALBI OyAyT YIOPHO
croputh 00 3ToM. Tak uTO Tenepsb g MPOCTO 3aThIKat0 UX (pa3zoil «y MEHs HET NPUUUH
XOTETh OBITB 37IECH», U 3TO OOBIYHO cpadaThIBaET

MHe 31€ch 1eHCTBUTENIBHO OY€Hb HpaBUTCS. Sl mMpocTo ycrasna ObITh BEKIMBOU B
CUTYyallUsIX, KOTJa KTO-TO CIeLMaNbHO BeaeT ceds rpyoo. Emie oqHa Belib, KOTOPYIO 5
HEHAaBMIKY B ’TOM MECTE, — 3TO TO, KaK 3/1€Chb OTHOCATCS K TOKHUJIBIM JIFOSIM.
HeynuBuTenbHO, 4TO CTApUKHU Takue 037100IeHHbIe. MHOTHE U3 HUX NPUXOJAT B Mara3uH
U MIPOCTO CTPAJAIOT OT OJMHOUYECTBA. JTO ACUCTBUTEIBHO CaMoe nedanbHoe. OqHaKabI
3al1a MHAJIas CTapyIIKa U CTalla pacCKa3blBaTh MHE UCTOPHUIO CBOEH ku3HU. [loTom
NpUIIacuiIa MeHs Ha Kode, HO 1 He MOTJIa MIOMTH, TIOTOMY 4To ObLTa Ha pabdote. S
NpeaoxuiIa e 0OMEeHAThCS HoMepaMH Tesie()OHOB, HO OHA HE MOJb3YyeTcs Tesie(hOHOM,
IIOTOMY YTO Y HE€ HET HUKOTO, C KEM MOKHO ITIOTOBOPUTH BHE JI0Ma. Y HAc JJOMa TAKOIO
HUKOI/1a He ObIBaeT. Mbl Obl HUKOT/IA TaK HE MOCTYIHIN



